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Can we cut through the red tape and
get rid of this sense of helplessness?
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One day, a monkey going for a walk on the seashore met a crow.
This was just a few days after the tsunami.

Yes! If...
4 we find a way to identify and enumerate the
affected families immediately;

and, most of all,
4 we devise relief and rehabilitation such that
people are encouraged to 'HELP THEMSELVES"
and "SALVAGE" the debris of their belongings
and livelihood

If this is done, ...

Hi! Can you tell
me what is it that these
people are waiting for
-just sitting around
like this?

Well, Monkey.
They are greatly
affected by this great
disaster that has
befallen
them.

perhaps!
Earthquake, Laurie Baker
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Generally,
humans, especially
these fisherfolk, are
very hardworking.
They are very
creative too!
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4 we make use of the modern technology at our disposal to
document the damage to life and property on an emergency basis;

Many of them have started building
extensions to their houses. They have
built staircases to reach their
terraces, and make kitchen
gardens.

But it is
an extremely
difficult time for
them since the
tsunami.

Picture Courtesy: A & D

In fact agency
engineers have helped
them with designs, and
technical support.

Ah! yes. I see now.

we cannot
underestimate
the humans!
All of them
here have lost their
homes. Most of them have
also lost members
of their family.

Picture Courtesy: A & D
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They went to their old brokendown
houses, and salvaged old bricks,
stones, door frames

You know, I saw similar
scenes somewhere else.
Here, I have a
picture of it.
It happened in
Uttaranchal, due
to an enormous
earthquake.

Oh!

They even got the technical support
agency to allot some of their
project funds to build
kitchens outside.

Sketches #1 and #2: Laurie Baker, Earthquake

That is so
sad!

There was this
architect, Laurie Baker, from
Kerala. He had worked earlier in
Uttaranchal too. He visited the area
after the disaster. He sketched
what was possible to do, if the
people were to act
immediately.
Here, I have a copy of it. He
believed that most material, could
be salvaged ... Rebuilding, does
not look so daunting when we
reuse what is immediately
available!!
Hah! That is
politics. or perhaps
Monkey Business!
Now they have
built simple
walls enclosing
and now
the kitchen, they also have
toilets
a courtyard, and
Aangan and
water tank!

If they had done that,
the government babu would
not have given them
any compensation!

Is there no
such example in
TAMIL NADU?

After his experience, Laurie Baker concluded
that
.

¶ The Government must deal with the compensation impediment.

Not really

· If necessary, take photographs now. Settle compensation later.

but,
in one place...

¸ Get on with salvage and cleaning up operations immediately.

VEERABAGUPATHY

What did
they do?

¹ All villagers of what ever caste should participate.

OK OK,
so he said this.
but, has it even
happened in
practice?

Without waiting for the Government, they bought
their own land. Then they were careful about
selecting the NGO who would work with them
they ultimately worked with Habitat Technology
Group(HTG), Who had the support of
Architecture & Development (A&D)
through funding from Fondation
De France(FDF).

Yes! it did!
that's exactly what
Sandeep Virmani did in
Tangdhar valley, Kashmir.

So what!
all others got
some NGO or the
other to build
for them

What was done was simple
4 Allocated a certain sum of money and promised to give it to people for supplies for
building.
4 They then organised a place where material for building was supplied, and people
were given material to the extent of the money promised.
4 So the people re-cycled all stone and timber from their own houses, made better
houses that what they had earlier
4 They also completed their house in record time, and most o them used their own
labour to be able to purpose more material.

HA! That's killing
two birds with one stone!

they got their houses done, and they
participated in their own development...
making them a more self
confident lot...

Well, they
participated in
the designing of
the houses with
the NGO.

Pictures: Sandeep Virmani’s presentation
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