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Several
documentation
centres and libraries
strewn across the
city are a haven for
researchers, students
and professionals

Humaira Ansari

ntoday's e-age where information
isjust aclick away, the age-old
city- based libraries and docu-

mentation centres continue to

hold their charm, and many stu-
dentsareinvariably drawn to these cen-
tresfor reference work. Be it projects,
presentations or workshops, it seemsa
mere Google search is not sufficient for
submitting a quality assignment, and
hence, these centres have stood their
ground even in theface of growing elec-
tronic infiltration.

"If you go through a search engine,
you're likely to find most of the infor-
mation on the internet. But that's a ba-
sic challenge we face," says John D'
souza, trustee, Centrefor Education and
Documentation (CED). Almost 34 years
old, this documentation and reference
centre at Colaba boasts of a database of
material on 800 topi cse_walzglethrough

/ , Mmagazines,journals, reports,
m& meaterial and books on top-
icslikeenvironment, palitics, gender and
women, slum rehabilitation, displace-
ment issues, to name afew.

Tdki ut its inception, D'souza
saysthatr%ED, earlier apart of another
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organisation, waslargely borneout of a
study circle. "During 1980s and 1970s
therewasatrend of study circleswhere
people discussed topics like Marxism
and problems of the poor. Though there
were libraries laden with books, we
added newspaper and magazine clip-

Bin%sand itwasnotjust theoretical data
ut

aid an emphasis on current issues
too," he states. Personalities like docu-
mentary filmmaker Anand Patwardhan
and environmentalist Darryl D'monte
have carried out reference work at CED.
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Students browsing through reference material at Centre for Education and Documentation

formation

AnishaSharma, member of CED, and

a St Xavier's College graduate exten- found

Svely used the Centre for her final year
project submission. Her topic wasviola:
tion of women'srightswith emphasison
rape and trafficking. "It was a common
tOBIC and | didn't want to do acut paste
job df the internet as | was sure many
others would end up doing the same.
Hence, | beganlooking for adifferent an-
gleandvisited CED," shesays. Withabit
of research she found a book on Indian
women in prostitution and that was her
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lead. "Itwasagoldminefor me. | not onl
ound many case studies but also details
like how Nepalese women are tricked
into the flesh trade, the routesthey take
efc. These details gave an edge to my
project,”" shesays.

Rini Fernandes, currently a student
a TISS and a member of CED, is all
praise for the Centre. While doing her
gradugtion research project on lesbian-
Ism, Fernandes couldn't find much off
tbe internet. | was amazed to find such
well cataogued articles here. | actudly

newspaper and magazine clippings
ggti ng back to 10 years and more," she
states.

Akshara library at Dadar is another
resource centre that is quite a hit with
students, especialy sociology students
seeking research material on gender-re-
lated issues. There are no reference
cg(arges at A&('g?ara anﬁ students can
takenotesor photocopy therequisite ma
terial. "We started thelibrare)(/qin 196 as
there was no serious alternative docu-
mentation happmiré%_on women &t that
time," says Nita Shirali, library in-
chargeat Akshara. Thelibrary hasacol-
lection of 5000 books, 500 posters and
bannerson socid issues, which students
can rent for their workshops and pre-
sentations, aswell asacollection of doc-
umentary films with a specid focus on
gender and women.

AsiyaMemon, (20), did not mindtrav-
dling often from her a Fortto Ak-
sharaat Dadar to complete her find year
collegeproject. Apart from books, shegot
toread through severd case studiesfrom
various newspaper articlesand went on
to score 17/20 in her project.

The SNDT University library a Ma
rine Linesisyet another centre with an
extensve database. The Nationd Infor-
mation Centre set up by the UGC was
Iqibszconti nued i?m aNe/r?'; ;tjheSNDfII'

ibrary not only possessesthe data unti
2008 but it also keeps updating the exist-
g;? database. The students here are not

y undergraduates but nursing, J)osi
graduate and library science students
who frequent the place. Onecanasofind
thesis and dissertation at the SNDT li-
brary making it quite popular with re-
search studentstoo.
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