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70 ALL DOEM MEMBERS 19 July 1994
Outline aof the DCM-7, held in Rangalore — 11 to 14 July., 1994,
k-"\'.
The detailed minutes of the DCM-7 will take & little more time to
reach yow. We are sending youw the main pointe of topics discussed
— and plans made at DCM-7.
11.7.94
! The meeting started on 1lth with the sharing session.
The members introduced their centres, its objectives & users as
well as the kind of documentation done by sach centre.

The session continued on 12th with the women ¢ documentatiocn-
centres sharing their work,

Buggestions: 1.Interlibrary Loans -~ CHETNG to send guidlines for
interlibrary loans to CED, CED to circulate among

i DM members

' 2 AKBHARA to callect expensive foreign jouwrnals &

reference materials.

12,.7.94

Usha Fao made her presentation on Interface between DCs and

Action Groups with the focwus on the regional language document-
o~ tion. Uma Sankar’'s talk centred on the mneed for local language
o A materials & workshops for training activists.

Frof: Krishna Kumar in his presentation on S8AF linked the role

of DCs in analysing B8AF & ite implications.

13.7.94

The participants were split into § subgroups for disgussions on:
1.8AF Z.Language Documentation 3I.8etting up DCs

4. Gender documentation H.Audio-visual documentation

Suaaestionss
1. 8AF - to make & list of sources on SAF
- to make a bibliography on SA6F
- to make & list of orgeanisations working or SAF
2. Language Documentation
= to form tramslators pool at Hyderabad, Delhi & somewhere
3 @ | in Karnataka
- to collect database in Tamil -~ Antapps, AICUF Madras
Teluguw ~ Radha, LAYA
Kannada -~ lUsha Rao
= to conduct regional level workshops for training trainers
antd activists.
. SBetting up Documentation Centres |
- groups expressed the need for training, probably approach j
I




CED~-Bombay . I8I-Bangalore & VHAI-Delhi
= AKBHARA trains women’'s groups also considering other NGUOs

4. Gender Documentation
- Women ‘s DCs to form an informal network v Women-Link".
A -~ Ramani Rao & Jayalawmi to collate and prepare a

thesawrus: the coordinator to send out letter on it to
all DCM members

= to share responsibilies on the thesawrus and linking up
with other women's DCs.

=~ "Women-Link" tentative meeting on 27th OR 30th July,in
Delhi

- Review meeting in December’' 94 in Delhi to assess the
documentation efforts of " Women-Link"

£a

« A/Y Documentation

~ ko prepare & directory of available resources, groups
and individual film makers. CED & Madhyam Communications
to take the responsibility. All members to send info. on
this to CED-Bangalore.

- need to document much more on the mainstresm media.

- A/Vs in local languages; need for adaptations and co-
productions. Madhyam Communications to coordinate.

14.7 .94

India-Link
Leo Fernandez & Sujit NManda initiated the discussions on India-
Link and computer communications.

Suggestionss
-~ B days exposure training workshops in 7 different regions.

= user training
~ Host operators training
= More literature on India-Link

India~Link Mational Conference stheduled between 20 & 30 Sept 94
at 181, MNew Delhi

Bangalore host for India-Link has to be decided among ACTION AID,
FRLHT , CWC,MADHYAM COMMUNICATIONS, VERBA METWORK, I8I & CED

DCM~8 to be hosted by LAYA, VYisakhapatnam around 23rd Sept 935.
Next DEM Coordinator: Radha Funke
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Minutes of the Seventh DCM held at Bangalore from 1ith to 14th July
1994

Sharing SBession Y3/7/8

Samuel , I81 Bangalore: Indian Social Institute was started to suppor
the activities in the NGO sector.I81 help organising social action,
social movements and indegenous people.Bangalore ISI centre is
focussed to the needs of South India, now vigorously intoc Research,
Documentation and Publications: language publications and documenti
from recional language newspapers.fleso conduocting training programi
in social sciences, have a big social science library which help lg¢
activists. Instead of relying on the primary data & govis reports s
had a weakness for depending con the mainstream media. We have the
problem of not having a consistant classification system.The mathoc
agy in documenting is not very important to ws, but we see andgkee;

touwch with the needs, we must keep in fouwch with the pulse of the
people. 8o the staff needs sensitisation, politicel sensitisation f
examnple.fAccess to information is very important and ouwr plan is to
collect info. and share it with the NGEOs and activists,

Sucharita Eashwar, Madhyam Communications: Documentation is central
any type of work aor organisation and the wvarious pr*;—aea of
communication. Our main target groups are women and bhals.Ernables
N@GOs to strengthen themselves in their work. MC brings out a jowrne
called VOICTES. We are an audio-visual resource centre for NGls.Alse
provides information updates on special issues. It ia a platform tc
shape idess and build linkages.The documentation is made for our ow
internal use,., We find it difficult to do documentation even on a
specialised basisi maybe networking can help. We lack indoggtn
alternate media, where and how to get it. A database on 'v@maker'a
would be of great use in this respect. e

Shabrnam VYirmani, Drishti: Drishti is a group of media professionals
who came together to create dynamic video programmmes depending on

context and the budget. We did a series of women programmes after
having many sessions with women themselves. Also made some comic
strips on women and legal righte as well as rural documentabtion
through films.

Asmita, Olakh: Olakh, meaning identity, &cts &% & bridge between th
grassroots and the mainstream. A documentation centre has been star
with the bhope of giving and getting hold of information. Activities
include bringing out a bi-monthly magazine, documentation, calendar
boaklets and mobile library. The calenders for the coming year are

human righte violation en women within the family context. Dovument
tion is done.on a small secale., Started by 11 women, Dlakh is not ge

i E 'ﬁer seeing the uninformed grassrect
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We all know as to how the economic climate was in the wake
af the Ayodhya problem. Until a government is stable and
there is an optimistic wave theve can never be economic
clarmity.,

AReit: Waz Nehru & real socialist?

FPraf: At that particular time what Nehru and Mahaloncbis did
for India was the right strategy. Nehru believed in non-—
alignment. What they did not realise is that the concept of
Fublic Sector where capital is held by state but it is as
efficient as the privaete sector. Bick industry according to
Mahalnobis are to be closed. There was & shift in the Non
alignment movement. The collapse of USBR.Due to it,it could
mot militarise as strong & United STATEYS. From the global
prepective the political ideology was the same.

SamueldJapan intervened so it prospered. How do you feel
the government should intervene?

Frofs If we were to close our economy and go to Gandhian
economy that ideclogy cannot survive as you cannot stop
people thinking glehally and there i no alternative but to
open up. Then we can think how to open economy according te
oaur advantage. There are things in which India bhas compete—
tive economy. Then they go to world market and our prices
have to match up with woarld price. Goods to domestic product
increase and the poor are adversely affected. Wehave to
carefully visualise what we should Import, what to export
and prepare an action plan.

Avinash @ What are the sources of getting information on
this particular tepic?

Fraof: International Centre of Growth in San Fransisco. We
get this at subsidised prices. World Bank Observer, Interna-
tional Labour (rganisation out fit on paor by DiF.fArun Ghosh,
UNDF Publications, Economic and Folitical Weekly bibliogra-
phical notes.

Munira Sen: What are the ramificeations of this package on
the media?

FROF: Make things available for the local man. They are
restricted only to few things. Local dailies should carry
more and more related articles. Many people are not
bothered. Feople wha do not know should be informed.
Compensatory mechanism should be developed.

Group Discussions

Gender Documentation: The group agreed to form an informal
network called Women India Link which will share responsibilities
on preparing a thesauraus on gender documentation as well as to
link up with other women DCs in this effort. The group members
will contact others at the local level and talk about thisg atl
meetings. The coordinator ofTthe network will be sending out a
caommon letter on the thesaurus.The core group plans to meet again
in December to review ite gfforts.

@



Language Documentation: Froblems of collection, translations,
disgemination and production came up. Translations and repackag
ing require buman exchange, need to transcreate, Suagestions to
generate information from the field & to have training workshops
ene Tor DM members and another for other groups. To Torm a
translators pool — for Telugu in H'bad, for Hindi in Delhi and for
Kannada somewhere in Karnataka. '

SAF: The group decided to prepare a list of availabhle sources oh
SAF , to make & bibliography all the S8F materials and to to make a
list of institutes working an SAF.

Setting up Documentation Centres: Lakehmi Menon outlined the
different processes involved in documentation, viz.,l. understand
ing the nature, scope, ohjectives and targetse of the organisation

2.Collection 3.0rganising, classifying.,cataloguing and indexing
4. Storage H.Retrigval and 6. Dissemination and information
services. The members of the group found problems with regard to
each of the above processes. It was felt that they needed train
ing. Training could be offered by droups like ISI-Bangalore,
CED-Rombay or VHAI-Delhi. But as each group has its own specific
piroblems, group training cannot solve the problems. It i prefer—
rable if one trainer visit the organisations regquesting traindn
ing and on—site training planned to suit their specific needs.
Akshara was referred to for training on women s documentation,
may also consider training for other groups.

Audio-visuwal documentation: The group expressed the need for in-
depth anlysis and documentation of mainstream media. There showld
ke more ANV material avialable in regional languages: the pos-
sibility of adaptations and co-productions could be explored. It
was agreed to prepare a resource book on audio-visuals.

14/,7/%4
Computer Communicaticons - India Link

Leo Fernandez of 18I, Delhi and Sujit Nanda of BBS Live Wire,
Bombay took the sessions on computer communiacticons.

The concept of India-Link emerged in July 1989 as an outcome of
the workshop on computer communication held at CED, Bombeoy.

Agenda for this meeting ares
-~ wWhat ise computer communisctions
~ what are the options available in gettiing connected between
cities
= finance and costing
- membership
- Fesource mebilisation

Computer commmunications is mail that can be sent faster without
a post man. 1t needs a telephone and a computer at the sender’'s
end.Since physical conmection between twe computers across cillties
it not possible, the telephone lines are made wse of for passing
messages.One system serves as the host and the rest have Uthe




facility te pick up messages. E-Mall is one to many dialogue.
When the e-mail is gone to & group of people and the network has
something common it is called Electronic Conference.With this
facility Person.l can put in & mesaage in the host computer,
Paerson.?2 sende in his reply, Person.3 makes comments on it ,thus
it becomes a conference. In e-mail file transfer of texts and
prrogrammes ig possible.

Telnet: Logging in from one systen to another, commercial net-
works cannot provide this service. Assuming that there is a neb-
work of computers, one can use computer programmes of an area
aitting in & different region. Thus while being in India one can
access to the networks in Califeornia as though belonging Lo that
netwark,. For this one has bt hop via Austalia to California
dialling particular codes to get into the programmes available at
the network there.

Internet: It is & large global network of many emaller networks.

World Wide Web (WWW) is one such. Once yvou access the programme

an the WKW, ask for index or table of contents which will give

" o~ yoau a glance and you zoom on what yvouw want, If there is some

' more specific detadils vou want, once again the WWW is given the

command and you can avail of it after it is identified.

High Speed Link: Bimilar to WWW, one can only specify which area

one wants the mesage from.

Online: You search for the info vorself while the system is
connected.

OFfF1ine:Somebody other than yourself browses through the data
for you pass it on to you later without being continu-
asly connected to the system.

Internet is a network of 30 million computers world wide, Tt
provides communications between many academic and commercial
computers.AXcess i one of the smaller networks linked to Inter-
net. Association for Progressive Communicating, AFC dle a network
of NGOs having host nodes in 60 countries. Internet is made use
of for linking bhetween AFC networks.AFC carvies conferrences of
NBOs all over the waorld., AFC hosted the communication at the
1993 Vienna Conference on Human Rights, they are plamnning to do
& the same Tor the Beijiing Conference in "93 also.

List services iz like a mailing list. For instance if one wants
to participate in the women’ s conference in UN, even 4f one is
ot connected to that particular network one can be on the list
service and the messages one reguires are posted to you.
India~-link is a representative partner of AFC in India .not a
member, It dsg linked to APC via the Internet. There can be
exchange of mail either directly from one host to another or
via the central host to APC. In India the Bombay host is linked
to AFC via GBreen Net which is a Full APC Network. The central
host can either collect messages from various hosts and pass it
to AFC or the other hoste can route the sessage to the central
host. Currently India-link ha¢ three hosts in BHombay, Delhi and
Madras: leo@ unv.ernet.in / suiit@inbb.gn.apec.org / loyvolad
food,unv.ernet. in,

Fight now the Delhi host runsg free of charge, S0 anyone can

avial of it. Delhi host has about 100 wusgeres dncluding 90 NGOs ,

15 NGO=s use Bombay and 3-8 users Tor the Madras host.

It is ideal to have a single host for a place. It is inconvenient
to have two hoste at the zame place as it might creste confusion.
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